Broads Authority

Minutes of the special meeting held on 26 January 2007

Present

Prof R K Turner (in the Chair)
	Mr M C Broom

Mrs E A Burrows

Mr A T Coe

Mr S Dorrington


	Mr A Duce

Mrs B Ferris

Mr P Frost

Dr J M Gray


	Mr W S Knight 

Mr A S Mallett

Mr P Woodcock


In Attendance



Mrs S Beckett – Administrative Officer

Mr S Birtles – Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety

Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor

Ms A Kelly – Conservation Officer (Waterways Strategy)

Ms A Leeper – Waterways Officer

Ms J Masson – Conservation Manager

Ms G Morgan – Director of Planning and Strategy

Dr J Packman – Chief Executive

Mrs L Shute – Administrative Officer

Mr A Vernon – Head Ranger (Navigation)

Mrs T Wakelin – Director of Waterways 

Also Present

Mr N Hancox - Vice Chairman, Standards Committee


Mr A K Stapleton - Chairman, Broads Forum

75
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Cook, Mr S G Daniels, Mr C C Durrant, Mr A J Gunson, Mr G Mcgregor,  Mr D W Thompson and Ms R Varma.

76
Declarations of Interest

Members expressed declarations of interest as set out in Appendix 1 to these minutes.

77
Broads Authority Bill

Members considered a report by the Chief Executive informing them of the current position with regard to the Broads Authority Bill.  The Chief Executive confirmed that agreement had been reached with the national and local boating associations.  This involved two legal agreements, the first with the British Marine Federation (BMF) and Royal Yachting Association (RYA) and the second with the Inland Waterways Association.  There were only minor differences between the two agreements.  The final version of the agreement reached with the British Marine Federation and Royal Yachting Association was circulated.  

The Chief Executive thanked the members and officers, including those of the partner organisations, who had put in a considerable amount of work to bring the Bill to its present stage.

The Chairman also asked that his formal thanks to the officers for their work on the Bill be recorded.

Members noted the key aspects of the final agreement with the BMF and RYA and the additions and amendments which had been made.  The Chief Executive reported that, following the agreement with the boating organisations, it was hoped that the Bill would complete its passage at Westminster by the end of the year.  It was anticipated, at this stage, that the cost of the Bill would be within the £200,000 originally estimated.

A member, in drawing attention to the maintenance arrangements for Haddiscoe Cut, suggested that the Environment Agency might agree to transfer land at the Cut to the Authority.  It was noted that the land was part of an ongoing dialogue between the two organisations.

It was noted that the Bill had had its first reading  in the House of Commons on 23 January 2007 and would have its second reading on 30 January 2007.

RESOLVED unanimously 

(i) That, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Authority confirms its decision to promote the Broads Authority Bill.

(ii)
That the Authority confirms the agreements reached to date with the Environment Agency, the national and local boating organisations and British Waterski.
The meeting concluded at 1.50 pm.

CHAIRMAN

APPENDIX 1

Code of Conduct for Members

Declaration of Interests

Committee:

Broads Authority 

Date of Meeting:
 26 January 2007

	Name

Please Print
	Agenda/

Minute

No(s)
	Nature of Interest

(Please indicate whether the interest is a personal one or one that is also prejudicial and declare the nature of the personal interest)


	Prejudicial

(


	A S Mallett
	
	Toll payer


	

	P Woodcock
	
	General – employee of Environment 

Agency


	

	P Frost
	
	None


	

	W S Knight
	
	General – Employee of Knight Benjamin 

Toll Payer


	

	A T Coe 
	
	Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association

member

Environment Agency - Rural Flood 

Defence Committee


	

	S Dorrington
	
	Toll Payer


	

	M C Broom
	
	Toll Payer

Landowner
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